The Episcopal Church of the Nativity
Announcements

Welcome! This morning, the Rev. Dr. Daniel L. Linnenberg
presides and preaches. He was our priest-in-charge back in the 'gos.
Our musician is Sally Page.

4 October 2026

Blessing of the Animals will follow immediately after the service
today.

A draft of our parish directory is being circulated this morning.
Please look over your entry and mark any corrections. Ask Jerris.

Spotlight on Hymnody: The tune we know as LOVE UNKNOWN
(#458) was written by John Ireland, setting a profound and
beautiful poem on the true meaning of love to a tune of equally
sublime beauty. According to the Daily Telegraph, the tune “was
written in a quarter of an hour on a scrap of paper on the
composer’s receiving a request ... for a setting of the words.”

Who Knew? St. Francis of Assisi (c.1181-1226) is recognized as the
patron saint of animals, ecology, and creation, emphasizing the
importance of all living beings. Animals—especially pets like dogs
and cats—are brought to churches for blessings, symbolizing
gratitude for their companionship. The tradition is rooted in St.
Francis's life and teachings, particularly his Canticle of Creatures,
which celebrates nature. In it, he praises not only animals but also
Brother Wind and Sister Water.

Quote of the Week: Nobody sees a flower—really—it is so small it
takes time—we haven't time—and to see takes time, like to have a
friend takes time.” —Georgia O’Keeffe, Episcopalian and Artist

Of interest? The Inclusive Faith Podcast offers “honest
conversations about faith and identity,” and debunks erroneous
interpretations of Scripture that hurt LGBTQ+ people and women,
in particular. Available wherever you get your podcasts, or via the
web site theinclusivefaith.com.
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